An efficient and easy method of infection of mosquito larvae from virus-contaminated cell cultures.
A new method for efficient infection of Aedes aegypti larvae by the Aedes albopictus densovirus, AaPV is described. It consists of placing first or third instar larvae in culture flasks containing a chronically infected mosquito cell line. After 24 or 48 h of exposure to the contaminated culture, the larvae acquired the virus by feeding on infected cells. Using this technique, up to 95% of first instar Ae. aegypti larvae were found infected by the AaPV.